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Good Habits for the New Year:

As we begin 2009, here are three
basic habits that every Christian
should develop in their walk
with the Lord.

1) Daily Bible Reading

If we are truly disciples of
Christ, we should have a hunger
for the Word of God. If every
believer spent even 10-15 min-
utes reading the Bible each day,
what a difference it would make
in their lives. Some Christians
focus on how much they read,
but the important thing is that we
allow the Lord to speak to our
hearts and that we obey His
voice (John 10:27). The Scrip-
tures increase our faith (Rom.
10:17), purify our lives (John
17:17, Ps. 119:9), and gives us
guidance in times of decision
making (Psalm 119:105).
Purpose to spend time “feeding
on the Word” this year.

2) Personal Prayer Time

Jesus said that when we pray,
“enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to
thy Father which is in secret”
(Matt. 6:6). In other words, we
are to share the innermost
thoughts of our hearts with the
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Lord daily. It is to be personal,
persistent, and led by the Spirit’s
power. Nothing can substitute for
a few minutes of uninterrupted
prayer between a child of God and
the heavenly Father. Someone
once said, “the greatness of our
public life is determined by the
depth of our private life.” How
true that is! “Pour out your heart
before Him: God is a refuge for
us.” (Psalm 62:8b). Spend time
with God each day in prayer!
3) Regular Church Attendance
Many Americans’ idea of Commit-
ment is pitiful. Many come to
church when it’s convenient for
them or when they feel like it. Yet
Hebrews 10:25a says “not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some
is,” but we are to exhort
(encourage) each other by our
attendance and fellowship. All of
us have times when we are sick or
have work of necessity. But we
must guard against the flesh be-
coming lazy and using excuses to
miss church. The goal should be
Consistency. In all that we do, we
must strive to please Him (I Cor.
10:31).
Let’s build these habits in our lives
for the new year!

Pastor Carpenter
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The following is taken from
the December edition of
Joumey, a devotional maga-

zine.

Just a Job?
“Whatever you do, do every-
thing for God’s glory.”

(I Cor. 10:31)

Many of us mistakenly think
that only jobs in ministry have
anything to do with serving
God. Rather, living a godly
life means that everything we
do, we do for the glory of
God. Whether you are a
receptionist or a CEO, a
stay-at-home mom or a jet-
setting professional, God has
given you your current role.
Every day you make the
choice to do your work for
His glory or for your own.
Do you view your work as
tedious or unimportant?

Work was part of the world
before the Fall; it is built into
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God’s plan for creation
(Genesis 2:15), so there is
nothing unimportant because all
things can be done for God’s
honor and glory. Every act of
service is an opportunity to give
thanks to God and ultimately
serve Him. When we see our
jobs as part of the plan God has
for us, our jobs and the people
we work with have meaning and
worth. We have no idea of all
the ways God uses our simple
acts of work and service in our
interactions with others.

As you begin your next work-
day, prayerfully commit your
way to the Lord and ask Him to
use you wherever you are.
Then look for opportunities to
share His love or proclaim His
name in your day-to-day tasks.
Even if you give your work 100
percent and no one notices, rest
assured that God knows and is
honored.

~Pastor Carpenter
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Most of us were stirred Fri-
day night as we watched
FIREPROOF. We thought of
our own lives, marriages, and
shortcomings as we watched
Caleb and Catherine go
through struggles so intense
that they were ready to
divorce. After the movie was
over, I thought for days about
the message that it brought.
The Lord brought one key
Scripture to mind:

I Peter 3:7 - “Husbands, like-
wise, dwell with them with
understanding, giving honor
to the wife, as to the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs
together of the grace of life,
that your prayers may not be

hindered.” (NKJV)

According to verse 7, our
prayer life is hindered
(Amplified Bible says,
“blocked, cut off so that we
cannot pray effectively”).
When husbands and wives
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reconcile their differences and
ask the Lord to help with their
problems, harmony is restored
and God is honored.

Consider the following verses:
1) James 3:16 - “For where

envying and strife is there is
confusion and every evil
work.”

I Cor. 14:33 - “For God is
not the author of confusion,
but of peace.”

I Cor. 7:15b - “..but God
hath called us to peace.”
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Have you ever wondered if
something was hindering your
prayer life and keeping you
from receiving the blessings
God wants you to have? Maybe
you’re in need of a financial
blessing, physical healing, or
you’re not seeing fruit in your
labor for the Kingdom. Try
reconciling with your spouse,
pray together, and then watch
how the Lord works!

~Pastor Carpenter



